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     ñA Year at the Feet of Jesusò 

 In our Advent Journey series, I have been struck 

by the ways in which ordinary people, very much like   

ourselves, with very ordinary plans in life (in those   

seemingly few places where they could have plans) have 

had extraordinary interruptions that led to complete      

disruption of their plans.  And yet, by faith, they have   

embraced those changes, faithfully followed in the way 

they were being led, and our lives have been changed, 

and not only that ï a broken, fragmented, out-of-control 

world is being transformed.  We may not be in control, 

but we have hope.  We are being invited to participate in 

this work of God that heals, restores and brings new life. 

 I believe we, as the people of the United Methodist 

Church of Mount Vernon have been invited by the living 

God whom we have come to know in the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus the Christ (Anointed One) to be    

disciples of Jesus Christ, and to make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world.  We have to 

recognize that, as Twelve-Steppers recognize, this is done 

by attraction, not promotion.  There is really only One 

who can make disciples for Jesus Christ ï Jesus Christ 

himself.  We can only attract others who would be         

disciples of his by consistently becoming disciples our-

selves and interacting with those who are seeking. 
 So, as we proceed in our efforts to discover Godôs 

unique calling to this faith community, we will be seeking 

to discover the process of becoming disciples (followers, 

learners) of Jesus Christ by immersing ourselves in under-

standing who he is, what makes him ñtickò, and how we 

become drawn into participation in his work.  All our 

preaching, all our teaching in this coming year will be fo-

cused on the person and the work of Jesus.  I hope you 

will enthusiastically participate, as we seek to become the 

persons and the faith community that God is calling us to 

be. 

 Your servant for the sake of Jesus, 

      Pastor Bill 

www.mountvernonumc.org  email: umcmv@mchsi.com 

Sunday Worship Schedule  
 

8:30 am  Praise Service 
9:30 am to 11am Fellowship Time  

in Common Ground  
9:45 am to 10:45 am Sunday School  

11:00 am Traditional Service  
 

NOTE:  ** Sunday, January 1 is at Seeds of 

Faith Lutheran Church in Lisbon, Iowa at 9 am  
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Baby Bottle Boomerang  
 
Our church is partnering with 
Bridgehaven (previously known 
as Aid to Women) sponsoring 
the 2012 Baby Bottle Boo-
merang  during the weeks of 
January 22 to February 12 .  
Baby bottles will be available 
for pick up after worship ser-
vices on January 22 .   We will 
continue to make them avail-
able until they are all gone.  
Baby bottles are distributed to local 
churches to collect coins over a three 
week period.  You simply pick up a bottle 
at the designated table, take it home to 
collect your coins, bills or checks and re-
turn it on Sunday, February 12 .  If you 
are unable to return the bottle on the 
12th, please bring it to the church office 
that following week.  
 
This project gives our church a way to 
join with Bridgehaven (previously known 

as Aid to Women) in em-
powering women in our 
community to choose life 
through Christ-centered 
education, counseling, 
and support.  Please con-
sider taking a  
bottle, filling it with coins 
and praying for this minis-
try while you do it. 

 
You can learn more about Aid to Women 
at: www.aidtowomen.com.  
 
Contact the Missions committee with any 
questions.  
 

ð Missions Committee  
 

STEWARDSHIP: PART 2 
For many of us, the beginning of each new calendar 

year is a time of reflection and a time for setting 

goals for the New Year. As Christians, we understand 

that God wants us to use our talents and abilities to 

serve others. The scripture that is the focus of our 

Stewardship Ministry Team is from I Peter 4:10: As 

each one has received a gift, use it to serve one an-

other as good stewards of Godôs grace. 

 

In the Methodist tradition, we vow to faithfully par-

ticipate in the ministries of our church with our 

prayers, our presence, our service, our witness and 

our gifts. We conducted the gift portion of our stew-

ardship campaign this fall and are most grateful to all 

who made a financial commitment for 2012 to help 

us achieve our church mission of ñCreating disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the worldò 

through meaningful worship, education, programs 

and outreach. 

 

This January we will focus on each of the vows 

above beginning on Sunday, January 8th. We each 

have different talents, gifts and abilities. What are the 

abilities that you have? The talents? The gifts? The 

skills? Whatever you have, God wants you to ñuse 

what youôve got!ò 

 

Later this month you will receive a Stewardship Sur-

vey asking you to indicate ways you may want to get 

involved and serve in our church. You will also re-

ceive another commitment card asking you to set 

goals for prayer, presence, service, and witness this 

coming year. This card will be between just you and 

the Lord. It will be placed in a sealed envelope with 

your name on the outside and dedicated at our com-

mitment service on January 29th. We will keep the 

sealed commitment cards at church until next fall 

when they will be returned to you. We hope this will 

be a meaningful way for all of us to rededicate our-

selves to Christ and the work of this church. 

 

God blessed each of us with skills, talents, and hearts 

for service to equip us to serve him and his people. 

Go forth and serve the Lord! 

Your Stewardship Ministry Team 

Ruth Miller, Stephanie Timm, Mike Stewart, Megan 

Pospisil, Brenda Richman-Kiefer, Truman Jordan 



3 

News of United Methodist Women 
The December 8 Cookie Exchange was well attended, with around twenty-three being 

present to share in the luncheon.  Each person attending was able to take home a couple 

dozen cookies if they wished.  Twenty plates of cookies were prepared and delivered to 

our UMW Love Group and others in our congregation. 

The new year will begin early in January with UMW Sunday being celebrated on January 8.  The officers for 

2012 will be installed at that time, and a Special Mission Recognition pin will be presented. 

The officers for 2012 are: 

 President ï Linda Peters   Vice-President ï Arlene Sand 

 Secretary ï Barb Shepley        Treasurer ï Rochelle Ferguson 

 Mission Coordinators 

  Spiritual Growth ï Linda Jordan                       Education and Interpretation ï Emily Smith 

  Social Action ï Karen Stewart                                     

  Membership Nurture and Outreach ï Brenda Richman-Kiefer and Rosa Moss 

 Program Resources ï Marge Gaines                   Publicity ï Sherryl Osborn 

 Chair of Committee on Nominations ï Stephanie Frantz 

 Members of Committee on Nominations ï Wava Schmidt and Sherryl Osborn 

Donna Jordan as District UMW Treasurer will also be part of our local board. 

We are all looking forward to a new year with interesting programs, fellowship, and lots of opportunities to be 

in service to others. 

ð Linda Peters, President of Mount Vernon United Methodist Women 

Womenôs Bible Study  
 

Starting up Wednesday January 11, 2011 at 9:30 am in Balcony Classroom  

Wednesdays from 9:30 to 11 am and going for 10 weeks 

 

Beth Moore Study  

ñJesus The One and Onlyò.  
 

How did it feel to walk the dusty roads of the Holy Land with the Son of God? What was He 

like to know personally? Come on this life changing journey which will lead you through the 

hills of Galilee with the Teacher, across the lake with the Master and finally on the road with the 

Saviorï his face set toward the cross.  

 

Call office to sign up 319-895-6286 

or contact Cathy Stoner with questions at 319-895-6346 

 

United Methodist Church  

of Mount Vernon  

Church Council Meeting  

Thursday January 19th  

at 7 pm in  Common Ground  

Deadline for the  

February 2012 Circuit Rider is:   

Friday January 20, 2012  

Contact Alison Dix at the Church office with any 
questions or email her at  adix@mediacombb.net  

mailto:adix@mediacombb.net
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2011 Poinsettias  
 Thank you to all who shared  
 poinsettias to decorate our  

sanctuary for the Christmas season.  
        Gifts given in honor or memory of  

                 loved ones are as follows:   
 

Janet Griffith in memory of Margaret and Willis 
Corney and Norma Efnor  
Jordan-Wood family in memory of Richard Wood  
Dick and Babs Moore in memory of their  

     Parents : Daisy and Paul Beckhelm and    
     Jean Moore.     

Floyd and Robbin Rekemeyer in memory of Mat-
thew Rekemeyer, Harlan and  

     Ellouise Rekemeyer and Janet Albright  
Dick and Babs Moore in honor of Pastor Bill and 
Sheri Daylong  
Dick and Babs Moore in honor of Pastor Becky 
and Phil High  
Ray and Sue Rickels in memory of our parents 
Ethal and Verne Landers and Bill and Sena 
Rickels  
Al and Barb Shepley in memory of ; our  

     Fathers, Raymond Guinn, Jack Shepley ;  
     our grandson James Baitinger ; Alôs brother,       
     Jack Shepley  

Gordon and Bev Behrens in memory of:  
     Parents, Ernie and Vernie Nation and      
     Brother, Don Nation  

Curtis and Debra Hicks; in memory of Tyler 
Hicks : One poinsettia for each family member to 
signify how he touched each of their lives.  
Jim and Jackie Wallace in memory of parents and 
grandparents  
Jim and Jackie Wallace in honor of our  

    children  
Bill and Ruth Deskin in memory of our daughter, 
Gayla Ruth Deskin Pitlik  
Roger and Marilyn Schnittjer in memory of our son, 
Greg Schnittjer  
Don and Judy Stine in memory of Loren and 
Dorothy Stine, Kenny and Anita Johnson 
and Ellen Thode  
Tim and Diane Legore in honor of our granddaugh-
ters, Grace and Ava Meier  
Ed and Stephanie Timm in memory of Nelda Weih  
Walter and Sharon Krambeck in memory of 
Sharonôs father; Kenneth Decker  and Waltôs par-
ents, Walter and Klara Krambeck  
Marge Gaines in memory of Paul Gaines  
Marge Gaines in honor of Sherryl Osborn  
Joyce Loomis in memory of Lloyd Loomis  
Matthew and Teresa Stewart in memory of  

     William Stewart  
Rob, Jaimie and Joshua Hanson in memory of 
Jacob Hanson  
Dan and Cathy Stoner in memory of Jean and 
Virgil Stoner and Dot and Dewey Humphries  

Ryan, Peggy, Emma, Alex and Abby Bock in memory 
of Jim Costas, Wayne Bock, Elda  

     Bredemeyer, George and Lucille  
     Denison,  Frances Evans and Rose Bock  

Christine Davis in memory of William Mohn  
Christine Davis in honor of Madeline  

     VeDepo  
Terry and Sandy Sill in honor of children and 
grandchildren  
Jerry and Wava Schmidt in memory of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herman Schmidt and Mr. and Mrs. Sam-
uel J Palmer  
Kragenbrink family in memory of Mikeôs  

     parents: Bud and Kay Kragenbrink      
Kragenbrink family in honor of Suzetteôs  

     parents: Paul and Sharyl Ferley       
Kristi Keast in memory of Craig Keast, Anna Mae 
Keast, Lyle and Maxine  

     Norris, Marion and Helen Keast, Fred  
     and Goldie Baier, Lloyd and Ruby  
     Pelzer  
Mick and Cathy Angel in memory of Mickôs mother, 
Shirley Angel  
Cot and Kay Graber in memory of Helen and 
Henry Ewert and Salome and Bernie Graber  
Cot and Kay Graber in honor of Sherryl Osborn 
and Susan Pisarik for their wonderful leader-
ship of the worship committee  
Mary Tonne in memory of Nedra Sautter and 
Jean Stoner  
Jody Stewart in memory of: my father, Joe Mur-
phy ; my brother, Kim Murphy ; Raineyôs parents, 
Rainsford Jr. and Ann Brown  
Alyssa Hawley in memory of Alice McEwan , the 
loving grandma of Alyssa Hawley 
Joleen and Michael Woods in memory of  

     Evelyn L. Nelson  
Bonnie Keith in memory of David Keith  
Loren and Renee Nydegger and family in memory of 
Reneeôs parents, William and Kay Kragenbrink  
Mike and Karen Stewart in honor of Wendell and 
Haleen Pellett and Glenn and Rilla Stewart  
Nancy and Dick Thomas in memory of Craig Keast 
and Linda Halsey  
Nancy and Dick Thomas in honor of Bill and Sheri 
Daylong  
LeAnne Bohr in memory of Dean and Laurene 
Bohr  
Barb Janssens in memory of father and mother, Al-
bert and Cora Stiegler  
John & Mary Jane McWilliams in memory of Steve 
Horton & Alison Horton Jacobs  
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        GENERAL FUND SUMMARY  
                       Donated        Budget            Expenses       Budget    
       
Novem-
ber                    32,377       $22,000             $31,656       $30,532 
  

Year-to-date 
through Sept   $262,496     $278,000           $325,060      $348,201 
                                                                                          
  Other  November  donations  
Building Fund            $3,305 
Own the Vision          $7,128    
Air Conditioning            $399 
Organ Repair                 $60 
SELCC Bulk Food      $1,781 
Mission of Hope              $40 
Matthew 25                   $342 
UM Student Day            $255 
Memorials                     $888 
Memorial Garden           $850   
Total for all funds in Nov   $49,055 
Total Year-to-date          $495,012 

 
Scrip Update Scrip Update ðð  2011 Results2011 Results  
Thanks to all those who have participated in the Scrip Pro-
gram!  In 2011 (July-Dec) the Scrip Program has raised 
$1,508 for the general operating expenses of the church!  
There have been orders from 43 different families ð many 
repeat customers! 
 Top Retailers for 2011   
1 Garys   $8,625  
2 Casey's   $7,625  
3 Walmart  $4,400  
4 BP Gas   $3,250  
5 Target   $2,625  
6 Amazon.com  $1,400  
7 Kohl's   $725  
8 Subway   $810  
9 Ace   $725  
10 Rubicon Photo  $675  
11 Menards  $650  
12 Barnes & Noble  $500 
 

Scrip Testimonial: I have participated in the Scrip program by purchasing an average of $300 
per order ($600 per month).  These orders have contributed $133 for the church in a six 
month period ð over a year it would be $266.  If there were 25 people with the same scrip 
ôhabitõ weõd raise $6,650 for the church!  If there 50 people the contribution would be over 
$13,000!  Imagine how we could put these funds to work in the programming of our church!  
Please consider a new yearõs resolution to make scrip a habit! 
ñ Jackie Morrical, Scrip Coordinator 

Financial Peace University (FPU) 

January 8th 1:00 is the free preview with the 1st class starting at 2:00PM.  
 

Weôll meet in the Sanctuary. (Iôm ok if you make your decision after the 1st class if you are still on the fence.)   

There are 13 classes that are two hours long. Weôll meet at 2:00 PM every Sunday. The 1st hour we watch one of 13 great DVDôs and the last 

hour we are in small groups discussing and getting hands on practical ways to make the DVD we just watched fit into your world. Some of 

the more popular lessons are how to save money every day and make your hard earned dollars go father, how to make budgets make your 

money work for you, how to dump debt fast, insurance, investing, college, retirement, real estate and what I consider to be the best lesson of 

all, generous giving. 

I took this class last year following one of most emotional and financially challenging years in my life. My marriage in ruins forced me to 

learn the lesson of financial balance. I was blessed with a great job, but spent money often faster than I took it in because I wanted it now. 

(Anyone else know that feeling? Newer car, toys, house needs, kids needs, etc.) FPU helped me get my priorities in order and gave me prac-

tical tools to manage my money and reduce debt. I started this journey over $25,000 in debt and in less than a year have paid that down to 

less than $7000. John still went to two summer camps, we both went on a mission trip and took a Spring Break vacation to Florida to see my 

son married and spend four days at Universal Studios. Iôm on track to be debt free besides my house before this class ends at Easter. (Praise 

God) 

This stuff works. We have other folks who have taken the class that will be there to help with our class discussions. So, if you have: 

3 months income in cash sitting in an easily accessible liquid account  

Are completely debt free. (Excluding your home.) 

Have all the money you need to retire in the style you are accustomed to. 

Tithe or give 10% to your church or charities. 

 - This Class is NOT for you. (Though weôd love to hear your story.) 

  

If you were like me and couldnôt answer yes to one or more of these, please come and listen to one of the best speakers in this country tell 

you how to accomplish all four plus more. Class costs are $95 before the 8th, $105 on or after the 8th. We have a limited number of kits 

available so please let us know ASAP if you want to attend and change your life forever. It takes 7-10 days to get additional kits. You get 

Audio CDs, a study guide and plenty of other tools to help make you successful. If you have any questions, please contact the church office 

or myself. www.daveramsey.com is another great source of information. I look forward to helping you travel the path to becoming debt free 

so we can unleash the power and blessings God has given each of us and help get this great nation back on track.    

      ð Craig Arians  carians@netins.net    319-360-1783 

http://www.daveramsey.com/
mailto:carians@netins.net
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Adventures of YOUTH GROUP!  

The next mission trip is still in the 

planning phase, but we are still want-

ing to raise the funds to sponsor a trip 

and an easy fun we are doing this is 

by collecting pop cans in the base-

ment by the elevators, in the hallway 

between the fellowship hall and the 

education wing. This effort not only 

recycles but the funds help cover the 

travel costs of the trips the youth will be tak-

ing. Tell your friends!! And if you would like 

us to come to your home or business to pick 

them up, just contact the church office and 

we will get one of our great volunteers to 

pick them up for you! Thanks for your contri-

butions to this fun fund!  

 

Fruits of the  

Lordôs Portion Auction!  

 

The MS Sunday School class  

gathered at the home of Truman and 

Linda Jordan on Sunday afternoon at 

1:00 pm to complete the Lord's  

Portion Auction service that the  

Jordanôs purchased.  Below is the photo 

of the project showing the following: 

Front L-R:  Jim and Trenton Baty, Jared 

Booth, Blaise Anton, Josh Hanson,  

Charlie Engelbrect, Joe Timm, John 

Engelbrecht, Jordan Hicks, Catherine  

Yoemann, John Arians Back  

L-R:  Todd Lineburg, Sue Owen  

Anton, Noah Lineburg and Curtis Hicks.  

Please join us foré.           
 
 
 
 
Bible Study Opportunities at  
United Methodist Church of 

Mount Vernon!  
 

   Menôs Bible Study    
Leader:  Ed Timm 

        Monday mornings at 6:30 
am                        

at the Skillet Café 
 

Men & Womenôs Bible Study 
 Leader: Dick Moore 

Alternate Tuesday mornings 
at 11:00  am Meets at Dick & 
Babs Mooreôs home 

 

Womenôs Bible Study    
Starts Wednesday January 11 

Meets Wednesday  
from 9:30 to 11 am  

Wednesdays for 10 Weeks  
Leader: Cathy Stoner 

At United Methodist Church of 
Mount Vernon   

 

UMCMV Church office will be 

closed for  

New Yearôs Holiday Monday 

January 2, 2011.  

 

We will reopen Tuesday January 3rd at 9 am. 

Thanks and have a great New Yearôs weekend!  
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But  grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. To him 

be glory both now and  

forever! Amen. ~2 Peter 3:18 

 
Please include in your prayers:    
 
 Mary Tonne who  is hospitalized and has a 

70th wedding anniversary on Friday of this 
week.  

 Randy Cooper as he continues his recovery 
following surgery.  

 Tim, Diane and Ben Legore as  ask prayers for 
family. Dec 20th Lena Jenison their niece 
was  a Peace Corp Volunteer in Mozam-
bique and died in a car accident. 

Emily Moss as she struggles with  
 depression.  

Bonnie Wikstrom who recently had knee 
replacement surgery.  

JOYS  :   
Congratulations to Aaron, Liz and Easton!! 
Titus Elliot Reasland was born on Christ-
mas Day 8lbs 13oz.  Proud grandparents are 
Ray and Nancy Reasland!  
Fred & Marion Lehman are joyful to 
share that Two grandchildren gradu-
ated  - Clint Currie from Iowa State 
Univ. and Andrew Clancey  from Univ. of 
Iowa                                  ð Grandchild Kit 
Currie received her Master's Degree in 
Voice from Longy school of Music in 
Boston. 
To the staff of the United Methodist 
Church of Mount Vernon  

Kodah Remrey (2 yr old) Joy for an-
swered prayers for increasing  good 
blood counts. Please continue prayers as 
he fights an unidentified health issue.  

*Please help us increase our public praise (Joyôs) 
to God for the blessings he gives each 
of us. If you have a prayer request, please 
contact the office at 319-895-6286 or 
email at umcmv@mchsi.com. Thanks!  

Celebrating January birthdays!!  
  �+�D�S�S�\���%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���Z�L�V�K�H�V���W�R�« 
1/1  Marcella Clark, Clint Stanerson 
1/2 Tessa Baty  
1/3 Julie Nosek 
1/4 Paige Roos 
1/5 Lauren Adams 
1/6 Peter Clute, Jake Randall 
1/7 Richard Peters, Bruce Squires 
1/8 Janet Grittith, Marcus Orr 
1/10 Tom Bootsmiller, Mark Lob 
1/12 Ed Fordyce, Jodie Pettiger  
1/13 Barb Shepley 
1/15 Karlyn Connolly 
1/16 Mike Connolly, Lara Cooper, Jor-
dan  Tuerler 
1/17 Sara Gaarde 
1/18 Samuel Herrmann 
1/19 Robbin Rekemeyer,  Angie 
 Swartzendruber 
1/20 Bill Bacher, Mike Miceli, Terry 
 Pisarik 
1/21 Glenda Davis-Driggs, Shellie        
 Kamus 
1/22  Harrison Voigt 
1/23 Herb Hendriks, Ross Moss, Judy 
 Stine 
1/25 Breanna Niec, Hagen Waters 
1/26  Jan Clute, Alexander Davis, Mark 
 Hess, Fred Lehman, Emma Miller 
1/27 Lily Booth, Bonnie Stoll 
1/28 Ruth Deskin 
1/29  Lori Merlak 
1/31 Elizabeth McWilliams  

1/5   Walt & Sharon Krambeck 

1/15 Ray & Sue Rickels 

1/26 Ray & Nancy Reasland 

1/29 Norm & Doris Knight   

January 2012 Anniversaries  
 

Love is patient, love is kind, it isnôt jealous,  

it doesnôt brag, it isnôt arrogant, it isnôt rude, it doesnôt 

seek its own advantage, it isnôt irritable, it doesnôt 

keep a record of complaints, it isnôt happy with injus-

tice, but it is happy with the truth. Love puts up with 

all things, trusts in all things, hopes for all things, en-

dures all things. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 


